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SHORT	SYNOPSIS	

	

An	inspiring	love	story	between	television	superstar,	Andy	Whitfield,	of	“Spartacus”	fame	and	his	charismatic	
wife,	Vashti,	who	together	take	on	the	most	heroic	role	he’s	ever	had	to	play.	With	matching	‘Be	Here	Now’	
tattoos	on	their	arms,	they	vow	to	go	on	a	quest	to	heal	Andy	from	a	cancer	diagnosis	–	embracing	life,	rather	
than	fear.	They	bravely	and	generously	trusted	Academy	Award®	Nominated	filmmaker,	Lilibet	Foster,	to	follow	
their	dramatic	and	intimate	roller	coaster,	in	the	hopes	that	by	sharing	their	journey,	they	may	help	and	inspire	
others	with	challenges	and	dreams.	And,	it’s	their	determination,	courage,	healthy	dose	of	humor	and	love,	that	
reminds	the	audience	that	the	journey	is	more	important	than	the	destination.	Producer,	Sam	Maydew,	who	
brought	everyone	together,	and	director	Lilibet	Foster,	are	releasing	the	film	through	Be	Here	Now	Productions	
in	partnership	with	TUGG.com,	beginning	in	U.S.	theaters	on	April	8th.	

LONG	SYNOPSIS	



 	
	

As	though	life	is	imitating	art,	handsome	and	strapping	actor,	Andy	Whitfield,	had	just	achieved	his	dream	of	
becoming	a	star	as	the	tragic-hero	of	the	hit	series,	“Spartacus,”	when	he	was	faced	with	his	biggest	personal	
challenge.	Before	now,	Andy	and	his	charismatic	wife,	Vashti,	combined	their	will-power	to	make	their	dreams	
become	reality,	including	Andy’s	transformation	from	an	engineer	into	a	successful	actor.	Now,	they	set	their	
sites	on	beating	cancer,	by	making	a	promise	confirmed	in	matching	‘Be	Here	Now’	tattoos,	to	embrace	life	
rather	than	live	in	fear.	Although	the	best	medical	and	alternative	treatments	the	world	has	to	offer	give	Andy	
no	guarantee,	he	trusted	Academy	Award®	Nominated	filmmaker,	Lilibet	Foster,	to	follow	him	on	his	journey	in	
this	love	story	that	unfolds	over	their	quest	to	find	a	cure,	in	the	hopes	that	he	might	help	to	inspire	others	with	
challenges	and	dreams	to	make	the	most	of	our	lives,	while	shining	a	light	on	the	need	for	more	cancer	research,	
treatment	and	support.	

	

Shot	in	a	verite	style	in	Australia,	New	Zealand,	India	and	New	York,	it	is	the	remarkable	openness	and	trust	that	
they	gave	the	director,	Academy	Award®	Nominated	filmmaker,	Lilibet	Foster, that	brings	the	audience	a	rarely	
seen,	intimate,	insider’s	view	of	the	roller-coaster-ride	they	go	on,	as	Andy	pursues	medical	and	alternative	
treatments.	Together	with	their	children,	this	journey	pushed	them	to	their	limits	revealing	their	shortcomings,	
yet	tenderness	and	irrepressible	humor.	And,	it	is	Andy	and	Vashti’s	powerful	determination,	strength	of	
character,	relationship	and	sense	of	humor,	that	makes	the	film	an	inspiring	and	life-affirming	love	story	and	
universal	life-lesson,	about	having	the	courage	to	face	fears,	go	for	dreams	and	make	every	moment	count	–
	reminding	the	audience	that	the	journey	is	more	important	than	the	destination.	The	film	also	reveals	how	
close,	yet	so	far,	we	are	from	finding	a	cure	for	this	disease	that	unfortunately,	touches	all	of	our	lives.	

	

Started	by	their	crowd-funding	campaign,	which	became	the	third	most	successful	documentary	in	Kickstarter	
history,	the	film	has	close	to	2.5	million	viewers	of	its	videos	and	followers	across	social	media,	YouTube,	Twitter	
and	Kickstarter,	who	they	pay	tribute	to	at	the	end	of	the	film.	In	keeping	with	Andy	and	Vashti’s	hopes	that	the	
film	may	help	to	inspire	others,	the	filmmakers,	director	and	producer,	Lilibet	Foster,	and	producer,	Sam	
Maydew,	who	brought	everyone	together,	also	hope	to	make	an	impact	so	they	are	planning	the	film’s	Spring	
release,	beginning	in	theaters	on	April	8th	together	with	TUGG	and	leading-edge,	cancer	research,	treatment	and	
support	partners.	

	

The	film	is	being	released	by	Be	Here	Now	Productions	with	the	support	of	cutting-edge	distributor,	TUGG.com,	
the	sponsorship	of	classic	car	and	motorcycle	company,	Grand	Prix	Café	and	the	engagement	of	impact	
producers,	Counterpoint	Films.	In	the	same	way	that	they	invited	the	public	to	become	a	part	of	the	making	of	
the	film	through	Kickstarter,	audiences	anywhere	will	also	be	able	to	bring	the	film	to	their	own	theaters	around	
the	country,	by	simply	going	to	the	BeHereNowFilm.com	website.	Similar	to	Kickstarter	which	enables	the	public	
to	help	make	films	that	they	demand,	this	emerging	addition	to	how	documentary	and	independent	films	are	
distributed	-	crowd-sourced	theatricals	-	empower	audiences	to	bring	the	films	that	they	want	to	see	to	
communities	everywhere.	And,	in	addition,	the	filmmakers	are	excited	to	announce	that	they	have	also	made	it	



 	
possible	for	the	public	to	use	these	screenings	to	raise	awareness	and	funds	for	more	cancer	research,	
treatment	and	support	including	for	their	partners.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

DIRECTOR’S	STATEMENT	

By	Lilibet	Foster	
	



 	
Andy,	 the	 picture	 of	 strength	 and	 health,	 had	 just	 “made	 it”	 as	 an	 actor,	 by	 landing	 his	 first	 big	 role	 and	
becoming	an	internationally	recognized	star	when	“Spartacus”	came	out	and	was	a	huge	hit.	He	was	the	picture	
of	health	and	on	top	of	his	career.	But,	he	had	back	pain	and	he	thought	that	this	was	because	of	the	rigorous	
workouts	 and	 stunts	 he	 performed	 while	 fighting	 every	 ancient	 bad-ass	 imaginable,	 in	 his	 role	 as	 a	 sword-
wielding	 gladiator.	 Eventually	 a	 physical	 therapist	 sent	 him	 for	 a	 scan	 and	 he	 found	 out	 that	 he	 had	 non-
Hodgkins	Lymphoma.	Right	away,	he	went	 into	chemotherapy	 treatment	and	privately,	with	Vashti’s	 support,	
quickly	 beat	 it.	 Feeling	 strong	 and	healthy,	 as	 he	was	preparing	 to	 film	 season	 two,	 a	 routine	 insurance	 scan	
showed	traces	of	cancer	still	lingering	in	his	system.	At	this	stage,	they	were	stunned	and	devastated	and	he	had	
to	drop	out	of	the	show.	So,	this	time,	Andy	and	his	wife,	Vashti,	decided	do	things	differently.	Because	the	first	
time	around	was	so	frightening	and	isolating,	they	thought	that	 it	was	probably	equally	scary	to	other	people.	
So,	they	decided	to	have	matching	“Be	Here	Now”	tattoos	put	on	their	forearms,	and	use	the	star	power	Andy	
now	had,	take	healing	into	their	own	hands,	 live	each	moment	to	the	fullest	and	focus	their	determination	on	
beating	cancer.		

	

They	decided	to	share	the	next	part	of	their	journey	in	a	documentary,	in	the	hopes	that	it	may	help	and	inspire	
others	with	challenges,	dreams	and	goals,	 in	their	 lives.	When	Andy	contacted	producer,	Sam	Maydew,	to	tell	
him	about	 this,	 he	 first	 tried	 to	 talk	 them	out	of	 it	 by	 asking	 if	 they	were	prepared	 to	have	a	 camera	 closely	
follow	them	through	this	time	in	their	lives?	When	they	insisted,	knowing	of	my	Oscar®	Nomination,	he	brought	
us	together	to	explore	the	idea.	During	my	first	conversation	with	Andy	and	Vashti,	we	were	getting	to	know	one	
another	and	I	asked	Andy,	“where	did	you	grow	up	in	the	United	Kingdom?”	When	he	said,	“You	probably	will	
not	know	it,	because	it	is	a	tiny	town	on	a	tiny	island	off	the	coast	of	northern	Wales,”	curiously,	I	said	“try	me?”	
And	by	pure	and	remarkable	coincidence,	it	is	the	same	small	town,	Bull	Bay,	where	my	father	grew	up.	This	sent	
chills	down	our	spines,	in	a	good	way.	I	feel	goose	bumps	when	I	think	about	it,	and	there	and	then,	we	had	an	
instant	connection,	 realized	that	making	this	documentary	was	meant	to	be	and	embarked	on	this	 journey	all	
together.	 In	addition,	 through	my	work	directing	stories	and	celebrity	 segments	 for	Stand	Up	To	Cancer’s	 live	
television	show,	I	was	aware	of	the	progress	that	has	been	made	in	treating	many	forms	of	this	disease,	and	I	am	
passionate	about	the	still	continuing	need	to	find	cures	for	cancer.	

	

It	was	with	this	openness	and	mutual	trust	that	Andy	and	Vashti,	(coincidentally	also	born	in	Wales),	put	their	
trust	in	me	to	follow	them	and	make	this	film	for	over	four	years,	on	what	would	become	the	most	challenging	
of	journeys.	As	their	tattoos	and	the	title	of	the	film	suggest,	what	struck	me	instantly	when	I	started	filming	was	
their	positive	determination	and	how	they	approach	everything	in	their	lives	by	setting	their	sites	on	their	goals	
and	 making	 them	 happen.	 Andy,	 with	 Vashti’s	 support,	 did	 this	 by	 becoming	 a	 star	 actor	 as	 the	 lead	 of	
“Spartacus,”	at	38.	This	alone	was	inspiring	–	the	way	they	just	go	for	it	and	make	the	most	of	their	 lives.	And	
now,	faced	with	this	huge	and	unexpected	challenge,	they	were	focusing	that	same	powerful	determination	into	
beating	cancer.		

	

As	a	cinema	verite	style	filmmaker,	I	hoped	to	make	the	hand-held	camera	as	invisible	as	possible	so	as	not	to	be	
intrusive,	 yet	 be	 able	 to	 capture	 their	 personalities,	 nuances	 of	 their	 journey,	 their	 remarkable	 courage	 and	
seemingly	contradictory	commitment	to	both	setting	and	passionately	pursuing	their	goals,	yet	the	ability	to	be	



 	
present	and	live	in	the	moment	with	their	children	and	family	–	despite	the	uncertainty	of	this	dramatic	roller-
coaster	 ride	 that	 they	are	 forced	to	go	on.	 I	also	gave	 them	a	small	 camera	 to	 film	home	videos,	which	often	
served	as	a	cathartic	outlet	to	articulate	their	separate	opinions	and	feelings.	At	the	same	time,	I	began	to	notice	
an	emerging	 love	story	–	 in	moments	between	 them,	 their	 interaction,	 irrepressible	 sense	of	humor,	 the	way	
they	play	off	each	other,	their	tenderness	and	mutual	support	–	even	when	they	clash,	disagree	or	breakdown.	
In	fact,	I	re-watched	the	movie	“Love	Story.”	And,	overall,	I	hoped	to	capture	and	convey	their	love	story	as	well	
as	 their	firm	 belief	 that	 although	 they	may	 not	 achieve	 everything	 they	 set	 out	 to	 –	 that	 that’s	 the	 point	 –	
because	the	journey	is	more	important	than	the	destination.	

	

I	 hope	 that	 the	observational	 style	of	 the	 cinema	verite	 filmmaking	 that	 I	 aspire	 to	and	continue	 to	aspire	 to	
because	it	is	a	constant	learning	process,	is	what	brings	us	most	closely	to	our	own	individual	as	well	as	shared	
human	experience,	while	shedding	light	on	universal	issues	and	questions,	and	revealing	life-lessons.	And,	as	a	
feature	 documentary	 filmmaker,	 I	 look	 to	 try	 and	 use	 a	 cinematic	 in	 style	 and	 although	 audiences	 may	 not	
notice,	 I	 folded	 some	 reenactments	 into	 the	 narrative.	 Andy	 and	 I	 often	 talked	 about	 the	 importance	 of	 this	
because,	as	a	photographer	and	aspiring	director,	Andy	shared	the	same	stylistic	interest	for	the	film.		

	

On	a	personal	note,	I	hesitate	to	even	call	this	a	“film”	which	seems	either	trivial	or	not	descriptive	enough.	Andy	
and	 Vashti’s	 generosity	 and	 trust	 in	 opening	 up	 their	 lives	 to	 me	 and	 the	 camera,	 including	 in	 their	 most	
personal,	intimate,	hilarious	as	well	as	raw	moments,	is	a	true	gift,	responsibility	and	honor.	And,	of	course,	we	
became	friends	during	this	time	together.	 It	 is	a	huge	privilege	to	be	able	to	tell	their	story.	This	has	been	the	
most	transformational	experience	I’ve	had	as	a	filmmaker.	Their	courage,	positive	determination,	and	the	love	
and	support	that	they	give	each	other,	is	very	inspiring	and	aspirational	for	me	personally.		Equally	impactful	is	
how	they	are	able	to	powerfully	achieve	their	goals	and	make	their	journey	into	something	“extraordinary,”	as	
Vashti	would	say,	yet	manage	to	live	in	the	present.	I	try	to	embrace	each	day	in	my	own	life,	which	is	a	constant	
pursuit.	And,	I	only	hope	that,	as	they	wished,	that	their	story	will	be	life-affirming	and	inspiring	to	others.		

	

Finally,	 to	 raise	 the	 financing	 for	 this	 independent	 film,	we	conducted	what	became	the	third	most	successful	
documentary	campaign	 in	Kickstarter	history,	with	over	2.5	million	viewers	or	our	online	videos	and	followers	
across	social	media	and	our	BeHereNowFilm.com	website.	We	are	regularly	in	touch	with	this	audience	and	we	
are	honored	by	their	sharing	their	own	stories	of	struggle,	challenges	and	achievements,	outpouring	of	support,	
crowd	sourced	photographs	and	 the	 tattoos	 that	many	of	 them	have	had	done,	 in	honor	of	Andy’s.	With	 full	
commitment	to	the	film’s	underlying	story	and	to	Andy	and	Vashti	wishes,	our	goal	is	to	now	to	release	the	film	
both	traditionally	as	well	as	by	enabling	people	to	bring	the	film	to	their	own	theatres	and	host	screenings	for	
their	 friends,	 loved	 ones,	 colleagues	 and	 communities	 through	 BeHereNowFilm.com,	 so	 that	 the	 film	 may	
hopefully	inspire	others	with	challenges,	who	are	touched	by	cancer,	which	is	all	of	us,	or	who	have	dreams	and	
goals	of	achievement.	Together	with	our	cancer	cause	related	partners,	we	have	also	made	 it	possible	 for	the	
film	 to	be	used	 to	 raise	awareness	and	 funds,	with	 the	hope	of	making	an	 impact	on	 the	persistent	need	 for	
more	cancer	research,	treatments	and	care.		

	



 	
ABOUT	THE	CAST	

	

Andy	Whitfield	

Andy	Whitfield,	British	born	and	Australian	actor,	loving	husband,	father,	son,	brother	and	all	around	beautiful	
person,	was	publicly	best-known	for	his	leading	role	in	the	Starz	television	series	“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand.”		

	

Andy	was	born	in	the	United	Kingdom	and	grew	up	in	Amlwch,	on	the	island	of	Anglesey	in	Wales.	He	studied	at	
Sheffield	University,	in	England,	and	spent	five	years	working	in	the	construction	industry	in	London.	He	moved	
to	Australia	in	1999	and	pursued	a	career	as	a	diagnostic	engineer,	which	required	rappelling	off	the	side	of	tall	
buildings.	After	being	discovered	by	a	photographer	on	a	Sydney	beach,	he	simultaneously	began	his	career	as	a	
top	model	and	actor.	He	studied	drama	 in	Sydney	and	appeared	 in	multiple	 television	commercials	as	well	as	
many	of	Australia’s	most	popular	 television	series,	 such	as	“Opening	Up,”	“All	Saints,”	“The	Strip,”	“Packed	to	
the	 Rafters”	 and	 “McLeod's	 Daughters.”	 Andy’s	 first	 prominent	 role	was	 starring	 as	 the	 archangel	 fighting	 to	
bring	life	to	purgatory,	in	the	Australian	film	“Gabriel.”	His	dramatic	performance	earned	him	a	Best	Newcomer	
Nomination	 at	 the	 Filmink	Awards.	Directed	by	 Shane	Abbes,	 the	 film	was	 also	Nominated	 for	 the	Australian	
Film	Institute’s	Best	Visual	Effects	Award	and	was	one	of	Australia’s	highest	grossing	films	of	2007.	This	led	him	
to	landing	his	starring	role	in	Starz	television’s	first	big	hit	series,	“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand,”	which	was	filmed	
in	New	Zealand.	Andy	won	the	role	after	what	Executive	Producer,	Rob	Tapert,	described	as	a	worldwide	search	
for	a	talented	actor	who	had	so	far	flown	under	the	Hollywood	radar,	but	after	the	role	of	Spartacus	would	be	
highly	sought	after.		

	

Andy	also	 appeared	 in	 the	Australian	 thriller	 “The	Clinic”	 starring	opposite	 Tabrett	Bethell	 (of	 “Legend	of	 the	
Seeker”	fame)	and	made	a	voice	over	appearance	in	the	prequel	mini-series	“Spartacus:	Gods	of	the	Arena.”	He	
also	teamed	up	with	Freddie	Wong	in	the	YouTube	video,	"Time	Crisis,"	based	on	the	video	game,	which	became	
a	 viral	hit	with	over	8.5	million	views.	Andy	and	his	 loving	wife,	Vashti,	 have	 two	gorgeous	 children,	 Indi	 and	
Jesse,	and	a	loving	family.	

	

Vashti	Whitfield	

Following	the	loss	of	her	husband	to	cancer,	Vashti	Whitfield,	has	been	an	incredible	force	for	turning	her	own	
personal	grief	into	a	catalyst	for	new	life,	throwing	herself	back	into	work	and	using	her	experiences	to	inspire	
and	facilitate	others	to	realize	their	full	potential	and	make	the	most	of	their	lives.	While	being	the	best	friend	
and	mentor	to	her	celebrity	actor	husband,	Andy	Whitfield,	publicly	well	known	for	his	leading	role	in	TV	drama,	
“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand,”	Vashti	has	strived	to	harness	the	potential	of	others,	inspiring	them	to	turn	their	
procrastinations	 and	 long	 lost	 goals	 into	 rewarding	 realities	 to	 give	 their	 lives	 greater	 purpose	 and	 direction.	
With	 over	 15	 years’	 experience,	 Vashti	 also	 turned	 back	 to	 her	 international,	 professional	 life	 coaching	 and	
facilitating	 career,	 focused	 on	 the	 introduction	 of	 the	 legacy	 theory	 into	 corporate	 culture’s	 learning	 and	
development	 divisions,	 with	 a	 clients	 ranging	 from	 senior	 executives	 to	 high	 level	 professionals.	 Her	



 	
commitment	 to	marry	 the	 necessity	 of	 legacy,	with	 the	 success	 of	 empowered	 and	 inner	 leadership,	 has	 her	
stand	apart	in	capacity	to	move	even	the	most	fixed	of	mindsets.		

	

Today,	Vashti	strives	to	run	her	life	as	a	devoted	parent,	a	passionate	International	Leadership	Coach,	facilitator	
and	presenter,	while	also	 striving	 to	 inspire	people	around	 the	world	 through	her	blog	Maybe	McQueen.	The	
blog,	 which	 she	 initially	 started	 as	 a	 personal	 homage	 to	 her	 late	 husband	 for	 his	 fans,	 is	 now	 followed	 by	
thousands	internationally,	who	are	looking	for	daily	inspiration	and	guidance	in	how	to	get	the	most	out	of	their	
personal	 and	professional	 lives.	Vashti	 has	also	been	 involved	 in	 the	 feature	 length	 film,	 “Be	Here	Now”	 (The	
Andy	Whitfield	Story),	which	in	essence	is	the	moving	love	story,	sharing	hers	and	Andy’s	approach	to	life,	love	
and	letting	go.		

	

	

“SPARTACUS”	

“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand”	starring	Andy	Whitfield,	is	the	first	season	of	Starz’	original	hit	series,	“Spartacus,”	
the	 action-adventure	 drama,	 set	 in	 the	 brutal	 Roman	 gladiator	 era.	 Shot	 and	 produced	 in	 New	 Zealand,	 the	
series’	 four	 seasons	 include,	 “Vengeance,”	 “War	of	 the	Damned,”	and	 the	 six-part	prequel	 filmed	when	Andy	
Whitfield	was	in	treatment	for	non-Hodgkins	Lymphoma,	“Gods	of	the	Arena.”	

	

The	 “Spartacus”	 series	 was	 inspired	 by	 the	 historical	 figure	 of	 Spartacus,	 a	 Thracian	 soldier	 in	 the	 Roman	
Auxiliary,	who	was	taken	prisoner	and	sentenced	to	die	in	the	gladiator	arena.	After	surviving,	against	all	odds,	
Spartacus’	sentence	was	commuted	to	slavery	and	he	was	bought	by	Batiatus	to	be	trained	as	a	gladiator	in	the	
Ludus,	 with	 the	 promise	 of	 one	 day	 being	 reunited	with	 his	 wife,	 Sura.	 Andy	 himself	 describes	 Spartacus	 as	
having	 a	dangerous	 edge,	 being	 “a	beast	with	 a	heart,”	 and	having	 a	 fire	 that	 burns	within.	Against	 all	 odds,	
Spartacus’	courage,	determination,	intense	love	for	his	wife	and	powerful	fighting	skills	drive	him	to	survive	and	
win	near-impossible	battles.	Spartacus	eventually	led	a	major	slave	uprising	against	the	Roman	Republic.	

	

Some	 of	 the	 notable	 actors	 in	 the	 series	 include,	 Jai	 Courtney,	 John	 Hannah,	 Lucy	 Lawless,	 Liam	 McIntyre,	
Katrina	Law,	Manu	Bennett,	Peter	Mensah,	Viva	Bianca,	Erin	Cummings,	Lesley-Ann	Brandt,	Nick	E.	Tarabay	and	
Craig	Parker.	Creator,	Executive	Producers	and	Producers	include,	Steven	S.	DeKnight,	Robert	Tapert,	Sam	Raimi,	
Joshua	Donen,	Chloe	Smith,	Charles	Knight	and	Aaron	Lam.			



 	
	

ABOUT	THE	FILMMAKERS	

	

Lilibet	Foster,	Director	and	Producer	

Lilibet	Foster	is	an	Academy	Award®	Nominated	filmmaker	and	multiple	award	winning	director,	producer	and	
writer	of	feature	documentaries,	television	programs	and	integrated	brand	campaigns.	In	her	25	year	career,	she	
has	won	or	been	nominated	for	many	of	the	major	awards	in	her	field,	including	earning	an	Oscar®	Nomination	
for	producing	feature	documentary,	“Speaking	in	Strings.”	Her	previously	produced	film,	“Soul	in	the	Hole,”	won	
the	 coveted	 Independent	 Spirit®:	 Truer	 Than	 Fiction	 Award.	 After	 successful	 theatrical	 releases,	 both	 films	
premiered	on	HBO.	Her	critically	acclaimed	documentary,	“Brotherhood:	Life	 in	 the	FDNY,”	Gala	Premiered	at	
the	 Tribeca	 Film	 Festival.	 Additional	major	 awards	 her	work	 has	 earned	 her	 include,	 a	 Cable	 Ace	 Award	 and	
International	 Documentary	 Association	 (IDA)	 Nomination;	 the	 Honorary	 Webby	 and	 iFilms	 Best	 of	 the	 Net	
Awards;	Audience	Award	for	Best	Documentary	and	Jury	Prizes	from	the	Los	Angeles,	Newport	and	Paramount	
Studio’s	WIN	Film	Festivals;	 selection	 in	 competition	and	 screenings	at	 Sundance,	Chicago,	Berlin,	Rotterdam,	
Hamptons,	 Full	 Frame,	 Seattle,	 Locarno	 and	many	more	 international	 film	 festivals;	 and	 Top	 Film	of	 the	 Year	
nods	by	“Premiere”	and	the	“Village	Voice.”	

	

Lilibet’s	 soon	 to	 be	 released	 film,	 “Be	 Here	 Now”	 (The	 Andy	 Whitfield	 Story),	 was	 the	 3rd	 most	 successful	
Kickstarter	documentary	campaign,	won	the	Los	Angeles	Film	Festival	Audience	Award	 for	Best	Documentary,	
was	 Nominated	 for	 Spa	 City	 Best	 Documentary	 at	 the	 Hot	 Springs	 Film	 Festival,	 and	 featured	 at	 the	 Santa	
Barbara	International	Film	Festival	and	has	close	to	2.5	million	viewers	and	followers	across	YouTube,	Kickstarter	
and	 all	 social	 media,	 and	 major	 national	 and	 international	 press	 coverage.	 She	 also	 directs,	 produces	 and	
develops	programs,	shows,	pilot	segments	and	sizzlers	for		many	of	the	major	broadcasters	including,	Discovery,	
ESPN,	O2,	A&E,	PBS	and	BBC-America;	segments	for	Stand	Up	To	Cancer’s	live	television	show	simulcast	on	ABC,	
CBS,	NBC	and	most	other	networks;	and	directs	branded	entertainment	campaigns	for	companies	such	as	Sony,	
Apple,	Shell,	Rotella	and	Nike,	for	award	winning	production	company,	Radical	Media.	She	has	been	profiled	and	
interviewed	by	multiple	news	 sources	 including	Access	Hollywood,	Deadline	Hollywood,	CNN,	CBS,	NBC,	NY1,	
Elle	 Magazine,	 Sports	 Illustrated,	 Entertainment	 Weekly,	 US,	 AP,	 The	 Village	 Voice,	 Time	 Out,	 Premiere,	
Germany’s	RTL-TV,	Italian	Vogue,	UK	DailyMail.com,	Sunday	Daily	Mail	and	many	more	outlets.		

	

From	the	Virgin	Islands,	Lilibet	is	a	principal	of	production	company	Asphalt	Films	Entertainment,	Be	Here	Now	
Productions	and	the	Soul	in	the	Hole	Foundation	that	assists	at-risk	teenagers,	in	New	York	City.	

	

Sam	Maydew,	Producer	

Sam	Maydew	is	a	collaborator	at	the	full	service	production/management	company	Silver	Lining	Entertainment,	
a	 company	he	 started	with	 longtime	partner	 Jeff	Golenberg.	 The	 company	 represents	approximately	150	 film	



 	
and	TV	clients	which	include	Vincent	D’Onofrio,	Evangeline	Lilly,	Jai	Courtney,	Katherine	Heigl,	Michael	Kenneth	
Williams,	 Katherine	Waterston,	 John	 Leguizamo,	 Rosie	 Perez,	 Josh	 Peck,	 Jason	 Isaacs,	 Ramon	Rodriguez,	 Eliza	
Dushku,	 Retta,	 Wilmer	 Valderrama,	 Cat	 Deeley,	 Chi	 McBride,	 and	 David	 Morrissey.	 On	 the	 production	 side	
Maydew	&	Golenberg	are	preparing	to	shoot	a	film	(soon	to	be	announced)	that	Netflix	is	financing.	In	August	
Maydew	will	also	be	producing	"The	Kid"	starring	Ethan	Hawk	&	James	Franco	with	Vincent	D'Onofrio	directing.		
Last	 year	Maydew	&	Golenberg	 also	 produced	 the	 FX	 series	 “Partners”	 starring	Martin	 Lawrence	 and	 Kelsey	
Grammer,	the	CBS	pilot	“Taxi	22”	starring	John	Leguizamo	as	well	as	Leguizamo’s	one	man	show	“Ghetto	Klown”	
for	HBO.	They	also	produced	“Mall,”	a	film	based	on	Eric	Bogosian’s	novel	of	the	same	name.	Vincent	D’Onofrio	
adapted	the	screenplay	and	stars	 in	 the	 film,	while	Linkin	Park’s	 Joe	Hahn	made	his	directorial	debut	with	his	
band	mates	handling	the	music	for	the	film.	Maydew	also	produced	Katt	Williams’	“American	Hussle”	for	HBO	
and	the	 first	 season	of	 the	cult	hit	“Video	Game	High	School.”	Upcoming	projects	 include	“Only	For	My	Son”,	
which	they	are	producing	with	Ed	Norton	and	Bill	Migliore.	Zoe	Saldana	is	attached	to	star	with	a	script	written	
by	Ramon	Rodriguez	and	Rosie	Perez.	The	two	have	partnered	with	“Zombieland”	director	Ruben	Fleischer	 to	
produce	 the	 Black	 List	 script	 “Paint.”	Maydew	 has	 spent	 the	 last	 four	 years	 producing	 the	 documentary	 film	
about	the	inspiring	story	of	former	client	Andy	Whitfield’s	battle	with	cancer	entitled	“Be	Here	Now,”(The	Andy	
Whitfield	Story),	directed	by	Oscar	nominee	Lilibet	Foster.		

		

Maydew	started	his	career	as	a	producer	and	was	responsible	for	developing	and	producing	the	Sony	Classic	film	
“SLC	 Punk!”	 Maydew	 also	 developed	 and	 produced	 other	 films,	 including	 “The	 Education	 of	 Charlie	 Banks”	
starring	Jesse	Eisenberg,	and	“Daydream	Nation”	starring	Kat	Dennings	and	Josh	Lucas.		

	

Prior	 to	 Silver	 Lining	 Entertainment,	Maydew	&	Golenberg	 started	 The	 Collective	 in	 2005	 along	with	Michael	
Green.	 Over	 the	 course	 of	 eight	 years	 the	 company	 grew	 to	 over	 125	 employees	 and	 multiple	 businesses,	
including	a	robust	film	and	television	department,	music	department,	content	creation,	and	a	digital	platform.		

	

Maydew	 moved	 to	 Los	 Angeles	 from	 Seattle,	 Washington	 and	 first	 worked	 in	 development	 at	 NBC	 before	
pursuing	a	producing	career.	

	

Deborah	Kuleff,	Co-Producer	

Deborah	Kuleff	is	an	experienced	Australian	producer	and	production	manager	who	has	worked	nationally	and	
internationally	 on	 television,	 documentary	 and	 new	 media	 productions.	 Her	 work	 includes	 producing	 the	
comedic	documentary,	 “Mr.	 Firth	Goes	To	Washington,”	written	by	and	 starring	Colin	 Firth,	which	 received	a	
Logie	Nomination;	the	mini-documentary	series,	“Australia	&	Me,”	for	Australia’s	ABC	network;	and	the	feature	
documentary,	“Living	The	Dream,”	about	the	origins	of	Quantas	airlines.	Her	television	credits	also	include,	“The	
Chasers	War	 On	 Everything:	 Season	 3”	 (ABC),	 “Road	 Trip	 Nation”	 (SBS),	 “A	 Chef's	 Xmas”	 (Lifestyle),	 “Aussie	
Postcards:	Season	1”	(ABC),	and	“StarSpace	with	Adam	Saunders”	(ABC	Children's	TV).	

	



 	
David	Meneses,	Editor	

David	Meneses	is	an	award	winning	editor	of	numerous	feature	length	and	short	documentaries,	and	television	
series.	His	work	includes	the	Emmy®	nominated	“Section	60:	Arlington	National	Cemetery;”	“A	Woman	Among	
Boys:	 A	 Brooklyn	 Basketball	 Story;”	 “Redemption”	which	was	 nominated	 for	 2013	 Academy	 Award®	 for	 Best	
Documentary	Short;	and	he	was	the	consulting	editor	of	 the	Academy	Award®	Nominated	short	 film,	“China’s	
Unnatural	Disaster:	The	Tears	

of	 Sichuan,”	 directed	 and	 produced	 by	 Jon	 Alpert	 and	 Matthew	 O’Neill.	 He	 also	 edited	 the	 feature	
documentaries,	 “The	 First	 Season,”	 directed	by	Rudd	 Simmons	 and	 “The	Undocumented,”	 directed	by	Marco	
Williams;	 as	 well	 as	 the	 short	 film	 “Public	 Farm	 1:	 The	 Making	 of	 an	 Urban	 Farm,”	 5	 short	 branded	
entertainment	films	for	“Unsung:	A	Life	in	the	Day	of	Hard	Work,”	(Shell	Rotella)	and	soon	to	be	released	feature	
documentary,	 “Be	 Here	Now”	 (The	 Andy	Whitfield	 Story),	 directed	 by	 Lilibet	 Foster	 (the	 5th	most	 successful	
Kickstarter	documentary	ever,	with	over	2.2	million	viewers	of	the	trailer,	which	he	also	edited).	Most	recently,	
he	was	one	of	two	editors	on	“The	Hand	That	Feed,”	Directed	by	Rachel	Lears	and	Robin	Blotnick	which	won	the	
2014	Full	Frame	Film	Festival	Audience	Award	and	was	selected	as	part	of	the	Best	of	Fest	encore	screenings	for	
AFI	 Docs	 (formerly	 Silver	 Docs).



 	
	

CREDITS	

	

BE	HERE	NOW	

(The	Andy	Whitfield	Story)	

A	Love	Story	

	

By	Academy	Award®	Nominated	filmmaker	Lilibet	Foster	

	

Audience	Award	Winner	of	the	Los	Angeles	Film	Festival	

Nomintated	for	Best	Documentary	at	Hot	Springs	Documentary	Film	Festival	

Official	Selection	for	the	Santa	Barbara	International	Film	Festival	

3rd	Most	Successful	Kickstarter	Documentary	Campaign	

	

Partial	List	of	Main	Cast	and	Crew	

	

Directed	by	Lilibet	Foster	

Produced	by	Sam	Maydew	and	Lilibet	Foster	

	

Edited	by	David	Meneses	

	

Co-Producer,	Deborah	Kuleff	

Associate	Producer,	Sian	Dyce	

	

Additional	Editor,	Anne	Fratto	

Associate	Editor,	Macy	Jones	



 	
	

A	Be	Here	Now	Productions	Presentation	

In	Association	with	Silver	Lining	Entertainment	

	

Original	Music	by	Gareth	Williams	and	Craig	DeLeon	

Human	

Music	Composition,	Executive	Producer,	Millie	Munro	

Music	Composition,	Producer,	Jonathan	Sanford	

	

Social	Media	and	Crowd	Funding	Managers,	Sara	Choi	&	Bessa	Nicoletta	

Website	Creative	Director,	Jay	Scott	

	

Notable	Actors	in	the	film:	

Andy	Whitfield,	Actor	

Vashti	Whitfield,	Wife	of	Andy	Whitfield	

Jai	Courtney,	Actor	and	Andy’s	best	friend	

Other	star	cast	and	actors	from	the	television	show	“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand”	

	

Cinematographers:	

Phil	Dow		

Adrian	Reinhardt		

Donald	Duncan	

Rakesh	Nagar		

Anthony	Jennings		

Devris	Hasan	

Chris	Herd		

Matthew	Porwoll		



 	
Paul	Reuter		

Stuart	Trevan	

John	Biggins		

David	Collins		

Jesse	Frazer		

Brycen	Horne	

John	Murphy	

Raphael	Laski	

Scott	Last	

Rainsford	Towner	

	

Additional	Filming	by	

Paul	Agostinelli	

Lilibet	Foster	

David	Meneses	

Stephen	Reinhardt	

	

“Spartacus”	footage	courtesy	of	Starz	Entertainment,	LLC	

“Gabriel”	courtesy	of	Screen	Gems	

“All	Saints”	&	“Packed	to	the	Rafters”	courtesy	of	Seven	Network	Ltd.	

Additional	Footage	Courtesy	of	Getty	Images	

Special	Thanks	to	Shane	Abbess,	Greg	Apps	&	El	Erdmane	

	

“Beautiful	World”	

Written	by	Martin	Coyle		

Performed	by	Coyle	Girelli	

The	Chevin		



 	
Courtesy	of	So	Recordings	/	Silva	Screen	Records	Ltd.		

Primary	Wave	Music	&	Girelli	Songs	(BMI)	

Wixen	Music	Publishing,	Inc.		

	

Additional	Production	Management,	Brenda	Barrett	&	Dawn	Schwartz	

Additional	Sound	Recording,	John	Adderley	&	Raphael	Laski	

Additional	Cameras	Courtesy	of	Michael	Nichols,	AbelCine,	NY	

Additional	Gaffer,	Amy	Lane	Albro	&	Rat	Race	Productions		

Additional	Production	Assistants,	Pablo	Gonzalez	Castro,	Iñigo	Cavestany	&	Michael	Rhodes		

	

NY	Location	Photographer,	Erika	Frankel	

	

Temp.	Music	Consultant,	Jessica	Sobhraj	

	

Motion	Graphics	Design	&	Animation	by	David	Meneses	&	Tian	Hughes	

	

Color	Grading	Generously	Provided	by	The	Moving	Picture	Company	

Colorist,	Adrian	Seery	

Color	Grading	Assistant,	Daniel	Silverman	

Color	Producer,	Matthew	Loranger	

	

Sound	Mix	Generously	Provided	by	Goodpenny	Studios	

Sound	Re-Recording	Mixer	&	Editor,	Lee	Salevan	

Audio	Post,	Executive	Producer,	Rasha	Clark	

	

DCP	Creation	Generously	Provided	by	Technicolor	PostWorks	NY	

Digital	Cinema	Mastering,	Matthew	Schneider	&	Chris	Lundy	



 	
	

Offline	Editing,	Z-Post	&	Downtown	Community	Television	(DCTV)	

	

Archival	Transfers,	GRS	Systems	

	

Kickstarter	Publicity	Provided	by	

Jennifer	Allen,	Viewpoint	LA	

	

With	Additional	Australian	Publicity	Provided	by	

Laura	McGarry,	6dc	Public	Relations		

	

Our	Heartfelt	Thanks	to:		

Vashti	Whitfield	

Jesse	Red	Whitfield	

Indigo	Sky	Whitfield	

Patricia	and	Robert	Whitfield	

Susi	and	Christopher	Bland	

Jai	Courtney	

Chloe	Smith	

Rob	Tapert	

Tim	Brown	

Richard	D.	Moat	

Mark	Phillips	

Maharishi	Ayurveda,	Rishikesh	

Pandit	Sati	

Royal	Prince	Albert	Hospital,	Sydney	

Professor	Dr.	John	Gibson	



 	
Dr.	Angela	Hong	

The	Gawler	Foundation	

Shin	Yeonsup	

Jenni	Baird	

Jessica	McNamee	

Samantha	Noble	

	

Cast	and	Crew	and	Everyone	Behind	

“Spartacus:	Blood	and	Sand”	including:	

Chris	Albrecht	

Carmi	Zlotnick	

Sam	Raimi	

Stephen	S.	DeKnight	

Joshua	Donen	

Lucy	Lawless	

John	Hannah	

Manu	Bennett	

Peter	Mensah	

Lesley-Ann	Brandt	

Viva	Bianca	

John	Bach	

Janine	Burchett	

Erin	Cummings	

Reuben	De	Jong	

Katrina	Law	

Craig	Parker	

Lliam	Powell	



 	
Kyle	Rowling	

Craig	Walsh-Wrightson	

Nick	E.	Tarabay	

Antonio	Te	Maioha	

Aaron	Morton	

Georgia	Lockhart-Adams	

	

St.	Vincent’s	Medical	Center,	CT		

Dr.	Glen	Reznikoff	

Lucinda	Ames	

Dr.	Ralph	Finger	

Adrian	Van	de	Graaff	

Chris	Tynan	

James	F.	Shiller	

Josephine	Thomas	

Jeannie	Jones	

	

Kids	Stuff	Toy	Store	

Coral	World	Butterfly	Garden,	USVI			

Ritz	Carlton	Resort,	USVI	

	

Produced	in	association	with,	Asphalt	Films	Entertainment	

	

©	Be	Here	Now	Productions	2015	
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For	questions,	please	feel	free	to	contact:	

	

Lilibet	Foster	(Director	&	Producer)	(917)	686-8664	/	Lilibet@beherenowfilm.com		

Be	Here	Now	Productions	&	Asphalt	Films	Entertainment	(lilibetf@gmail.com)	

	

Sam	Maydew	(Producer)	(323)	370-1533	/	maydew@silverliningentertainment.com	

Be	Here	Now	Productions	&	Silver	Lining	Entertainment	

	

Join	our	community	of	over	2.5	million	viewers	of	our	videos	and	followers	on	social	media	and	
BeHereNow.com.		

Topped	Kickstater	as	the	3rd	most	successful	documentary	campaign	with	over	5,200	backers.	

	

Sign	up	for	updates	on	our	website	and	find	us	on	social	media:		

www.beherenowfilm.com		

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPEgWEt4Z4pbg6iFvBxSx4w		

https://www.facebook.com/beherenowfilm		

https://twitter.com/BeHereNowFilm1		

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/426354716/be-here-now-the-andy-whitfield-story		

	

	

	

	

	

	

 


